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Musings
by Henry Veldhuis

Henry "Hank" Veldhuis, assistant
professor a/physics at Northwestern and
physics teacher at Sheldon High School
presented the following comments [0 the
National Alumni Board during their first
meeting in September. Veldhuis has been teaching part-time at Northwestern for over ten
years. He was recently named Sheldon's
Teacher of the Year.

I will try not to merely give you a
list of obvious changes at Northwestern
such as increased enrollments, more
majors, better football teams, improved
academic levels and greater budgets.
Instead, I will focus on a few farreaching changes.
Perceived reality depends, to a
certain extent, on the value system of
the observer. My value system certainly
has changed during the two decades
which have passed since I was a
student at Northwestern. I think that
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these changes are things that my
professors hoped for because of the
at-that-time evident need for such
changes. Much of reality at Northwestern, including the ever-present
changes in that reality and my resulting
interpretations, then, necessarily
pass through the filter of my changed
value system.
Perceived reality also depends, again
to an appreciable extent, on the
experiences of the observer. I saw
the Northwestern of 1961 as a student.
The 1967-1968 school term found
me teaching physics and mathematics
at Northwestern on a full-time
basis. Then over the last ten years,
I have taught college physics to
students in pre-medicine, pre-optometry,
pre-engineering, science education
and related fields, while also teaching
physics and chemistry on the high
school level. My observations and my
resulting interpretations pass through
a second filter, that of my unfolding
life experience of which, to be sure,
my career is a part but not all.
Another part of all this is my experience as a Sunday School and
catechism teacher, elder, and clerk
of consistory. During these years, little
by little, my personal faith in Jesus
Christ has been deepened. God's
guidance in my life is becoming more
central and important. I am grateful
that some of my experiences in the
institutional church were real avenues
through which God chose to work a
small part of His purposes through me.
This, too, becomes relevant to the
task of giving form to some of the
changes which I perceive at Northwestern. My observations, and again
the resulting interpretations, pass
through a third, and the most important,
filter: my perspective as a Christian.
I do not mention the existence of
these filters apologetically. I expect
that all people view reality through
their value systems and experiences.
Only Christians, however, interact with
this reality from a Christian perspective.
In this connection, one of the changes,
actually more appropriately called a
trend, which I have observed and

experienced is that Northwestern is
becoming an increasingly better place;
a better place, that is, for young people
to actively develop their Christian
beliefs. In his book, "Science and
Human Values," Jacob Bronowski, a
research professor and fellow of the ..
Salk Institute for Biological Studies
in La Jolla, Calif. - you may recognize
his name in connection with his book
"The Ascent of Man" and a television
series with the same name - advanced
a social axiom. It states: "We ought
to act in such a way that what is true
can be verified to be so." Bronowski
is referring to the scientific community
in which, he believes, individual
scientists practice the habit of truth
while this same truth also provides the
cement that holds this community together.
At Northwestern, too, there should
be a habit of truth holding the college
community together. We should not
lightly dismiss Brownowski's glue as
being of only slight and secular importance. The truth at Northwestern,
however, should be of more encompassing and lasting impact. It should
be the truth of God's Word. This
truth gives us the freedom to act in
such a way that what is true can be
verified to be so in matters that long
have been shackled by imperatives of
a legalistic sort.
For instance, the question regarding
chapel is more frequently a question
of what happens in chapel rather
than one of how often one should attend
chapel. The question of how to live
the Christian life is becoming part of
of the stuff of daily life for many of
the students. Not only should the
truth of God's Word be present at
Northwestern - it does exist. God's
truth leads to freedom, the freedom
to do right.
I come into contact with an increasing
number of students who desire to live
along the lines of Galatians 5: 13,14
(TLB): "For dear brothers, you have
been given freedom: not freedom tM
do wrong, but freedom to love and
serve each other. For the whole law can
be summed up in this one command:
continued on page 15
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The Church and the Third World

Left to right, Stanley Vander Aarde, Pat Kennedy, Moderator Peter Hansen, and Art Vander Ploeg
A panel consisting of Pal Kennedy, Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow
and one of the first ten appointments to the Peace Corps: Stan VanderAarde,
a medical missionary in India and Art Vander Ploeg, a retired businessman
who has performed volunteer mission work in recent years, discussed the
relationship of the church and the third world on campus in October. Following is an edited version of their conversation.

QUESTION: ON DEVELOPMENT:
WHAT IS THE
THIRD WORLD? WHO ARE THE POOR AND WHO
ARE THE RICH? WHO DETERMINES
WHAT IS
GOOD FOR A COMMUNITY? HOW DO YOU MOT·
IVATE? HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY LEADERS?
KENNEDY: Let's spend a little time talking about what the
third world is. The first world is the western industrialized democracies. The second world is the communist block. And for
a period of time, the third world referred to the non-aligned
nations between the first and second world. Back when we were
starting the Peace Corps it was called the developing nations
or the underdeveloped world or as we used to call it Africa, Asia
and Latin America in one grand sweeping statement.
But as you think about it, the third world covers a multitude
and a diversity of nations and cultures that in some ways are
really not unified at all. For example, in the third world there
are nations that have tremendous resources and development
potential. Others have no resources whatsoever and little development potential. Some nations are fairly well along the development path. Others have natural resources that are still unta~'ed. Some are culturalIy sophisticated and complex. Others
are quite simple. Some third world economies are feudal, some
industrial and others are either socialist or communist.
Political struggles go on within the third world for political
dominance and for a leadership role in the United Nations.

There is a constant jockeying for power which the first and
second world try to influence.
In summary, when we say the "third world," the phrase may
conjur up an image of one kind of land, one kind of economy,
one kind of country. But that realIy isn't the case. Tremendous
cultural, economic and political differences exist among the
various nations of the third world.
VANDER AARDE: My wife and I have worked for 15 years
within the third world (India) living in a rural area. It is from
that experience that I am going to mention a few things tonight
The third world is defined as those countries in which development is taking place as opposed to the developed western world
and the communist controlled eastern European countries and
Russia. Development is the use of technological and scientific
advances for the betterment of the people or the improvement
of the quality of their life. Development then tends to introduce
items which consume more energy and natural resources.
There is another side to this interesting problem however.
It is that many of the world's poor are satisfied with the life
that they live. Although it is simple and although it is of high
risk, many accept these conditions and do not choose to change
as they see the problems associated with technology.
Let us then consider who are the poor and who are the rich.
This is closely tied to the question of who determines what
is good for the community. Is it an elite group that determines
what is good for it or does the community have a voice in it"
If it is the latter, then how does one go about changing people
who make no claim for change? Is it good to introduce methods
and means to make them change?
In India we have the landless poor who rarely even own the
land their house is built on. UsualIy they are occupying a
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continued on next page

How should churches in rich western nations aid those in the rest of
the world? All three panel members agreed that one way was through the
development projects that involved the local third world community.

government wasteland or a richman's wasteland, In 1960,
when we went to India, this percentage of 320 million population was 30 percent. In 1978, according to the March issue
of Today magazine, this percentage has now risen to 70 percent of the 660 million population. Thus, in 18 years of fiveyear plans and all sorts of AID, Peace Corps, and development
projects from many countries and church organizations,
we
now are in a worse state than 20 years ago. The question is why?
I firmly belive the community must determine for itself what
will be good for it. Otherwise projects become outside projects and can be dismantled as soon as the project builders have
gone away unless the project makers are prepared to stay for
years and generations. But any short term, three or five year
project, will fail unless the community is involved. In other
words, they are doing something rather than having something
done for them. Accountability
is another major problem with
development and again this is related to the religion and the
lifestyle of the people. Change, accountability and community
are key words in any development project.
VAN DER PLOEG: You and I have heard it said many times
that the world is made smaller because of travel, television,
radio and communications.
They have brought us all closer
together. We're more aware of the various cultures of the world.
No country can live by itself.
I'm sure you've been confronted with the question in regards
to the third world - "how come they can't progress any farther
than they have progressed after all these years?". Martin Luther
King made the remark, "How can you expect a bootless individual to pull himself up without boots?". There is a lot of
truth to that.
God has placed us in an area where we don't have two inches
of rainfall in a year. You can't grow any crops on land where you
have two inches or less of rain so we really can't take any credit
for that. We have to realize that we must share what God has
given to us.

.I'rn reminded of a conversation that I had a few weeks ago
.with Dr. Vander Aarde when he was talking about the third
world. He said that in India, 97 percent offhe .population does
not pay any kind of income tax because they don't earn enough
to pay anything. The beginning tax figure is $1250. In other
words, only three percent is earning more than $1250. That's
a meager amount to say the least.
Before having gone to some of the mission fields, I had
thoughts about missions that certainly have changed over these
last years. The first thing I have learned is that we need to
educate. We need to teach the third world how to supply, provide and work for themselves. I always thought that missionary work was something where missionaries only went out to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ. I've found out that it is
much more than that. Missionaries are showing people how
to raise crops. They are showing people that there are ways
in which healing can take place with the proper education and
training.
QUESTION:
THE CHURCHES'
ROLE
IN LIBERATION - SHOULD
THE CHURCH
PLAY A DIRECT
ROLE
IN HELPING
TO CHANGE
THE THIRD
WORLD
GOVERNMENTS?
IF SO, HOW? SHOULD
THE
CHURCH
ATIEMPT
TO
INDIRECTLY
CHANGE
THIRD
WORLD
GOVERNMENTS
THROUGH
INFLUENCING
OUR GOVERMENT?
HOW EFFECTIVE
ARE OUTSIDE
ATIEMPTS
TO
CHANGE
GOVERNMENTS?
KENNEDY:
The churches have historically played a major
role in shaping the economic and political systems of third world
countries. For example, in Latin America the Catholic Church
has been a considerable force, often aligning itself with the
landed interests and positioning itself against many of thitfforts to liberalize governments, to redistribute wealth or 'to
push for development in disadvantaged parts of the country.
In countries like South Africa, churches have played a quiet
and therefore acquiescent and supportive role of the policies
of apartheid. Some have forthrightly supported apartheid as
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being necessary to the development of the country. So the
churches have sometimes played a counterproductive role.
But in the 19th century, and also today, the churches have
played other and much more productive roles. In many countries and villages, the churches have been a major source
of development, establishing universities, schools, hospitals,
clinics and agricultural development programs. Many of the
ri'icurrent generation of African leaders, such as Julius Nyerere
of Tanzina, were trained in missionary schools.
One way in which the church should playa role in helping
third world countries is through those kinds of development
processes that help develop a generation of leaders who will
have a different attitude toward the development process and
a more compassionate
attitude about the needs of the people.
An effort like the 1980 General Synod's overtures of South
Africa in trying to mobilize churches and people in this country
and elsewhere around the world against injustice is totally appropriate just as it is for universities or businesses or political
parties or labor unions.
The question is - how effective are outside attempts to
change governments'
They are helpful. They are important.
But in the end, the ultimate change in the government and the
people has to come from within the country although it can be
galvanized by the development process and by the moral
suasion and organizations of the church outside.
VANDER
AARDE:
From standing where I do in India, I
think it is highly dangerous for a church as an institution to become involved in liberation. Members of the church may be involved in the liberation struggle as private individuals but
whether the church per se should be involved is a difficult
question. The oppressors and the oppressed often are members
of the same church. The same God is the God of the Jew as
well as the Greek. And with any conflict, as in South Africa,
the conflict may be between Christian groups.
The church must side with those who are powerless and poor
and seek to obtain justice and human dignity for the oppressed.
No doubt there will be cost involved in time, money and talent.
The church must also ask the wealthy and the powerful to correct their behavior so that they will not oppress those who are
powerless. In other words, there may be situations in which a
church is the oppressor because it is the employer and owner
or supports the wealthy class of people. This makes me especially uncomfortable speaking here in America
where much
of the world's wealth and power, capital and resources are
found. Generally the church is on the side of the haves, not
the have-nots, It is constantly asking that its members support
those who have not.
As a member of this country, one has the right to try to influence the government to action in certain ways. But this country
is founded on the principle of separation of church and state. In
India, I am happy that so far the state is a secular state and
the churches do have rights under that state. If the state becomes a religious state other than a Christian state, then any
other form of religion is regarded as an action of treason, since
one is turning against his or her own state. This becomes diffi6 The church should attempt to confront, comfort, and help
those who are driven out oftheir country because of oppression.
This may involve the church in political movements. But the
church is not an economic system nor is it a political system.
Therefore I think the church must be careful in becoming involved in these economic and political systems.
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VANDER
PLOEG:
The church as an institution has to be
careful in playing the role ofJiberation for the reasons that Stan
mentioned. It seems to me that the individual Christian must
playa role of liberation.
As Christians we have all the abundance. Yet we're faced
on television regularly with all of the starving that exists
throughout the world. The church truly has a responsibility.
When i say the church, I am thinking of the church as individuals. The church collectively, in terms of helping, is
proven.

I had the fortune of being in Chiapas when Dr. Kempers
went there to celebrate their 50th year in missions. He worked
there for 40 years. I have many times had the question put to
me, "does it pay for the church to be in missions?" Many people
have some reservations about this. But when I think about the
results in that particular area, I do not have reservations. When
he went to that area 40 years ago it was estimated that there
were 30 to 40 Christians. Today there are in the neighborhood
of 60 to 70 thousand. What a tremendous change has taken
place when missions fully operate, not only bringing the
message of Jesus Christ and the message of salavation, but
bringing them a better life and liberating them from some of the
habits and practices of their country.
Missionaries don't go in and say you've got to abandon these
ideas. You can't do this. You can't do that. They bring the
gospel of Jesus Christ with a better way of life. The people see
over a period of time the advantages of following the Christian
way of loving one another. And if we can demonstrate that to
other people of the world then I say we have accomplished a
great deal.
Continued on next page

QUESTION:
BOTH
OF YOU SEEM
TO SHARE
SOME HESITANCY
ABOUT THE CHURCH
MOVING IN THE DIRECTION
OF TRYING TO CHANGE
THE THIRD
WORLD
GOVERNMENTS.
IS YOUR
FEAR THAT TACTICALLY
IT MAY BE DANGEROUS AND
BACKFIRE
OR IS THERE
A MORE
PHILOSOPHICAL
OR PRACTICAL
REASON
ON
WHICH THIS HESITANCY
IS BASED?

to have them try and learn, value and become excited about
the culture in which they were working. Any technological
change that is going to be effective at the village level has to be
embraced by the culture there.

VANDER
AARDE:
It is always hard to determine what
comes first the change in one's perspective of the God one
serves which determines how we live or whether the change
in social structure causes one to change the perspective of
God. This is one of the big discussions going on in the world
today, whether you can change a man's environment in order
for him to change his life or whether a man changes his life
and then goes out to try to change his environment. Obviously
these two factors intertwine quite closely. The religious feelings of men are deep-rooted and often represent values which
we learned as children before we can remember. The basic
values of honesty, truth, equality and love, and how these are
expressed are often determined by the religion of the people.

VANDER
AARDE:
Maybe you have to sort these things
out situation wise. In South Africa, the church is trying to
correct the church. The church is supporting aparthied which
is horrible. Maybe' that's fully justified as one church member/
body trying to correct another. The same in Latin America.
That is the reaction of Christians, certain people against the
church. If you are talking about the church trying to correct
itself that may be all right. I was really thinking more in terms
of places in India where the Christian population is small.
I would hate to try and tamper with that. The problem is once
you start on the trail of political action it is hard to know where
to draw the line.
KEN NEDY: The church, particularly the missionary church,
has to be careful. In some ways the missionary church is like
the Peace Corp volunteer. When the volunteers went into countries, they were expressly prohibited from becoming involved in
the internal politics of the country. So the missionary church,
like the Peace Corp volunteer, can focus its activities on other
ways of changing governments
through the process of developing schools, hospitals and agricultural projects, which
are essential to forming a base that can enable the government
to change.
But the internal church that is generic to the country and an
integral part of the country, such as the church in South Africa
or Latin America, has a major role to play. Just as the church
played a role in helping to create an aparthied system I think
it can now play an important role in alleviating and changing
that system. The bishops in Latin America (and there is a great
division in the Catholic church in Latin America right now)
can playa tremendous role in the development process of Latin
American countries. If the pope places moral suasion on the
bishops of Latin America to take a greater concern for the poor
ofthe countries and to take a greater role in supporting development in those countries, it is a good thing. But for the missionary group coming into Uganda and establishing a secondary
school to become involved in the politics of the country, is tactically counter-productive.
QUESTION:
CULTURE
AND RELIGION
- CAN
YOU HAVE LASTING
SOCIAL
CHANGE
WITHOUT A CHANGE
IN RELIGION?
HOW CAN SOCIAL
CHANGE
BE BROUGHT
ABOUT
WITHOUT
IMPOSING
OUR OWN CULTURE?
KENNEDY:
It is difficult to impose change without imposing
culture. Peace Corp volunteers who went to developing
countries brought their own background with them. When
working on problems there was no way they couldn't be doing
it from their own bias. The thing that we tried to do when
training volunteers was first of all to make them sensitive to
not having a culturally imperialistic approach, and secondly,

We have seen in our work the emphasis among the Hindu
faith upon the idea of acceptance of one's fate for betterment
in the next life. This leads to no change and no desire to change
in this life. Also, there is little accountability in the Hindu faith.
The Hindu faith is quite content to allow extreme personal piety
and let selfishness and wealth exist right alongside extreme
poverty without doing anything about it except token giving to
beggars for personal merit. This presents some major difficulties in trying to introduce development which is meaningful
to that country.
Over 150 years of Christian missions, however, we have seen
the Christian community advance and come to the front because of education, medicine, technical training and the change
which is assumed in the Christian tradition. It is possible to
change without imposing one's own culture, but it is difficult.
The introduction of scientific equipment does produce social
change. In most times this means an increased consumption
of the energy levels of an individual and an easier living whether
or not it improves the deeper qualities of life such as justice,
truth and devotion. That is difficult to determine.
VANDER
PLOEG:
I certainly agree that changing things
can be done without changing the culture, and I'm sure that
missionaries can attest to that in many situations. The early
Christian knew that change was not only inevitable but often
needed. Let us not be carried away by the doctrine of change.
Things may not be changing as much as we suppose. More
things are constant on earth than some radicals care to admit.
Change is inevitable .Our exact form of worship can change,
but we had better let God be God. James says" God does not
change." The cross still means the same today - forgiveness,
mercy, justice and compassion. Many theologians cannot accept the New Testament claim that He is the Word made flesh
and He is the same yesterday, today and forever. Christ is not
subject to change. He is God of Gods. God is love. Thei*,
no room for improvement. God has signed a gentlemen's agreement with creation "I am the Lord and I change not." We do
need to recognize that there are differences in cultures from
that which we have. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we
have to change that culture.
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NATIONAL
ALUMNI
p.BOARD
The first meeting of the National Alumni Board was held
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 26 and 27, Twenty-nine representatives from across the country were present.
According to Alumni Director Don Vander Stoep, this
is the first in a series of steps designed to actively engage
alumni in the college,
During their meeting, the board heard presentations from
the president, chaplain, admissions director, vice-president
for academic affairs, dean of student development and various
department heads,
The board also talked about its role and responsibilities,
beginning tentative plans for programs,
The next national meeting is scheduled for the fall of 198'1.

Rick Hames '69
St. Johnsbury,
VT

Jean Anderson '65
Schoharie, NY

Leon Koster '64
Sioux City, IA

Barbara Lubbers '70
Orange City, IA

Mary Lou Bomgaars
Grand Rapids, MI

Sue Schutte '73
Hospers, IA

Daniel Smith '68
Rock Rapids. IA

Bill Donkersloot
Sioux City, IA

Leland Foreman '65
Leavenworth,
KS

Douglas
Tacoma.

Barbara Kleis '69
Hospers, IA
Perry Raak ' 70
Tempe. AZ

Groen '62
WA

(;
not pictured
Gary Bomgaars
Denver, CO

'68

'69

Joyce Bahrke '75
Sioux Center, lA

Mary Lynn Bogaard
Sioux Center, IA

Allan De Graaf
Boyden, IA

Lloyd De Jong '37
Fond du Lac, WI

'74

Dennis Durband '76
Orange City, fA

Joanne Ebbers '73
Sheboygan Falls. WI

Daryl Hibma '76
Orange City, IA

Gene Hiemstra '76
Sioux Center, IA

Peggy Johnson '73
Sioux Center, IA

Bill Moore '71
Annville, KY

Barbara Ongna '76
Sioux Falls, SD

Dave Raak '66
Hospers, IA

'72

Douglas Van Berkum '62 Joyce Van Gorp '55
Orange City, IA
Sheldon, 1A

Patricia Reynen '68
Hollandale. MN
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Jim Vander Velde '69
Rock Valley, IA

'71

Northwestern Classical Academy
1910-1920
by Nella Kennedy~\

The Class of /9/5 - left to right, front row, Judukos Van Noor, Cornelius Lepeltak; Marcus
George Duistermars.
Left to right in back, Mathilda Muyskens, Cynthia Pennings, Theodora Stadt Spaan. Ruth
Dykstra Rozeboom, Anna Wiersma Ring, Catherine Vander Stoep, Alida Keizer, Henrietta
Van Olsr, Winnie Hospers Mulder, Hattie Wasson.
Muilenburg,

Imagine the Northwestern campus
without Ramaker library, Van Peursem
and Heemstra Hall ~ two blocks of a
grassy plain with only Zwemer Hall
and a clapboard principal's house.
On the south side of Zwemer a
basketball court, faculty vegetable
gardens off to the side, and cow pastures
across the street. That's what it looked
like during the decade 1910 - 1920.
The dream of the founding fathers
of Orange City had come true, and
by 1910 Northwestern Classical
Academy already had 267 alumni.
Many (68) went into the ministry;
others became teachers. lawyers, or
doctors. It was still small - there were
no dormitories and no athletic facilities.

Social activities were held in the
chapel or classrooms in Z werner Hall.
Classes were held from 8 a.m. to
noon every day beginning with chapel.
Those students who lived in town
were expected to study at home till
4 p.m. The others stayed on at
Zwemer until that time, after which
social or athletic activities could take
place.
Many boys from outlying areas had

a boarding house where they slept five
nights of the week. These commuter/
boarders constituted the all-male
Halcyon Club. They ate in the basement of Zwemer, where a cook prepared
three meals a day. The cook and food
was paid for and managed by them.
Once the slightly dull but competent
cook paid for ten Sioux City Journal
subscriptions in order to receive the

five quarts of ink they awarded. To
his chagrin, he was not able to sell
the ink to the students and they stayed
on the kitchen shelves for some time.
Most commuters went home for the
weekend. One former pupil remembers
walking home .10 Maurice over the railroad .lracks on Friday nights, and returning to the Academy on the 5 a.m,
freight train on Monday morning - riding
in the caboose. Walking to and from
school for several miles was common
for many; one alumna remembers walking to school early in the morning on
January 12, 1912, when the thermometer at home registered a recordbreaking temperature of 42' below
zero. Her nose had frozen when she
arrived at school.
-8-

Girls who did not have families in
Orange City boarded in town. They
did not have the relative independence
of the Halcyon Club boys. Academy
girls did, however, form their own
club, called the "Jug" ("just us girls").
They proudly wore a little pin in the
shape of a jug, but they spent their
time innocently enough in crocheting
and knitting.
Social life was not always segregated,
however. One such coeducational group
on campus was a literary group, called
the Philomathean Society, which met
every Friday night. In 1914, the large
Philomathean Society was divided into
the Chrestomathean and the Alethean
Societies. Students were assigned to
their respective society by the faculty.
Many took part in debates (judged
afterwards), skits, and musical performances. These Friday night meetings
were a highlight for many students.
From time to time parties were held
in the chapel (a sort of multi-purpose
room). One favorite was the "boxlunch": girls prepared lunches on which
the boys would bid - the girl who prepared it became his partner for the
evening's games. Afterwards he would
walk her home. Needless to say, some
makers of the "lunch" and some bidders
devised ways to be sure to get the
boy or girl they wanted.
Athletics became increasingly
important. The girls began to play
basketball in that decade. They wcs heavy, dark blue, serge bloomers, which
were wide and pleated, reaching below
the knee. Since there were no changing
rooms, they put these on at home and
wore a skirt over that until playing

time. They looked rather obese. They,
as well as the boys, played against
schools in the area. In the winter they
played on the second floor of the old
town hall, taking care that they would
not run into the pot-bellied stoves. Also
the cross-braces of the ceiling interI:~fered, but soon they knew just how to
angle a shot through a brace to make
a basket.
At the end of the school year the
Oratorical and Declamatory Contest
was held. Only the two upper classes
could participate in the oratorical part,
by writing and giving a piece. Candidates for the declamation were chosen
by their classmates - they gave dramatic
readings.
The Northwestern Classical Academy
had a good reputation as an institution
of learning. The student body contained
some older students, who had decided
belatedly to go into the ministry or
other fields requiring further education,
and who needed to have a high school
diploma. They were generally highly
motivated and provided a more

have seen - was the time when this

principal, who had the habit of spitting
the cud of tobacco out of the window,
thought that it was open! It was perhaps
that same first floor window (some 10
feet from the ground) out of which two
scared girls jumped to avoid the wrath
of the approaching principal who came
to check the noise made by the
supposedly studying girls.
Thomas Welmers might have been
strict, but he was an able teacher and
an enormously intelligent and accomplished man. Many of the students

spoke highly of most of their teachers.
F acuIty meeting minutes show rigid
standards (academically and socially),
but also understanding to give students
second chances if they were repentant
of misbehavior or promised to work

harder in the classroom. Alumni who
continued their studies at the college
level considered the education they
had received at the hands of the dedicated and keen faculty excellent.
Little did they know that the Academy
would one day grow into a four year
college.

serious tone to the institution.
There were few electives - students

had to take at least two years of Latin
(many took four years), and one year
of Greek (some had it for two years).
German was offered, and the principal,
Thomas Welmers, felt that students
ought to write and read Dutch as well,
but it was dropped quickly. Other
courses were in mathematics, English,

elocution, Bible (learning the Heidelberg Catechism by heart was a prominent element), physics and economics.
The grades went from freshmen who
took the "D" classes to seniors who
were in A" classes. Their course of
study could be "normal" (for those
who planned to teach), "classical"
or "modern classical," and they graduated under these distinctions.
Despite all the rigors of learning,
there were many attempts to do what
was forbidden. At a faculty meeting in
1915 the fate of several "C" class boys
was discussed. They had been blowing
and distributing snuff( sneezing powder)
in English class for four consecutive
days. One contrite boy had confessed
l'.iIilt he had sent for the bottle from
Chicago. Even though the students
were forbidden to pass snuff, the principal himself chewed tobacco in class.
One famous event - which almost
every student in that decade claims to
H

Top photograph, front row, left to right, Ellsworth De Jong, "Weed" Stadt, Clarence Lubbers,
Back row, left to right, H. Te Grotenhuis, Arie Vander Stoep, Bert Pennings, "Slim" Wiersma,
Coach Mulder.

Bottom photograph, left to right, May L. Brusse; Gerru de Jong, Thomas Welmers, Henry
Pietenpoi. Ebel Renkes.
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Celebrating a Vision
by John Dettenback

John R. Detlenback: president a/the Christian College Consortium and
Coalition, gare the address at the dedication a/the Rowenhorst Student
Center, Sunday, Sept. 28, 1980. Fottowing is an edited version of his speech.

In thinking about what I might talk with you about, the
thought struck me that life requires extracting. Things are
always going on around us which, if we stop ro pay attention
to each item, would leave us maybe more confused even
than we now are sometimes, and certainly leave us with less
than a clear perception of what goes on.
I think in terms of a simple thing that my family did once
some years ago when we were growing up. One of my
brothers who had a love for things like recording machines,
put a microphone at the dinner table and took down what
it was we went through during a family dinner. When we
listened to it afterward, it sounded like a boiler factory.
I don't know if any of you have ever done this, but it was
clash, clash (apparently a very sloppy bunch of eaters in our
family). With so many things going on, conversations of a
series of individual natures and the crashing of dishes and
utensils, it was clear to me how much we were extracting
in that situation when we could hear one conversation and tune
all the rest of it out.
And so, in an event like this, in the dedication of this center,
there has to be an extracting. What I would like to extract
d
talk about are the uniqueness and the special significance \ I
what it is we're doing for the next few minutes and what it is
you're doing this day.
I think in terms of my state of Oregon which has a number
of magnificent rivers. I remember going several years ago to
~10~

the headwaters of one of these rivers. Here was a river that
I had lived along for quite some time. I knew what a great
raging stream it could become in flood time and how beautiful
it was to float down during much of the rest of the year. When
I got to the headwaters, it was but a trickle. Here was a little
stream coming out of the ground and that was the headwater
of the river. Mighty rivers don't just spring out as mighty
r.... rivers. Mighty rivers are the result of the convergence of a
series of inputs.
So it is that today really represents a series of convergences.
I think first in terms of the convergence of things. And here
pops into my mind the physical campus of which this center
is now a significant part. The things in the way of money and
gifts that coming from a great many of you helped to make
this possible. The Rowenhorsts and the center itself as a
thing that has in part resulted from all of these convergences,
although much more than just the physical building is involved.
But it is partly a convergence of things.
It's secondly a convergence of people: the students, the past
students who were the students when the vision was first
seen and felt, the present students who are here today, the
students who are going to be here when the center finishes
shaking down and becomes all that it can be in the life of this
campus; the faculty, who are really in the traditional sense
what a university is all about; the administrators and trustees;
the friends who are community members and the friends who
are not geographically close or present.
I read through the bulletins that gave some of the history
of what's been going on in the way of gathering funds and
gradually reaching toward the monetary goal. It's clear that
there's been a great outreach to make this possible. So we
have all of those people who were part of that, and they're
part of the convergence.
I think thirdly of visions and actions. Things can be deadly.
People who are not caught up in a vision, who don't indulge
in action, who don't take an idea and move out to do somethink about it, fall way short of potential. And so, in this situation, a third great convergence is the series of visions.
Initially the Rowenhorsts' vision. Then it was captured by the
national leadership committee, the college family and friends,
and the community.

"People who are not
caught up in a vision,
who don't indulge in
action, who don't take an
idea and move out to do
something about it, fall
rtVayshort of potential. "
Fourthly and lastly, the convergence of faith in God. The
faith in the founders of this college without which this campus
never would have been. The faith that has run all the way

"Probably only about
100 colleges out of the
3000 in the nation have
the type of mission and
commitment that
Northwestern has."
through the life of this college up to the present day; to the
people who are today deeply involved in making it what it is.
All those pieces converged. So what we see is something
very special. We join together to celebrate this very special
thing that didn't spring up full blown any more than the river
of which I spoke earlier sprang up out of the ground in its
final fcrm.
There was a vision. But to that vision have been added a
great many things. Today there are gathered together symbols
and representatives of those who brought each of these pieces
together. Yet, even today isn't a final goal. The thing that
happens today, as I see it, is that this physical structure puts
one more important, valuable, working tool in the hands of
those who have the twin privilege and responsibility of guiding
Northwestern.
It gives them another tool with which they can
work to make sure that Northwestern does all that it should do.
And what is Northwestern? Well, it's an increasingly
strong element among the handful of colleges which take
seriously Christ's call to His people to love the Lord with all
their heart and soul and mind and strength. It's a college that
wants its graduates to follow Christ's lead and be involved
in the world. It's a college that wants its graduates not to have
a faith like the shell of a crab or turtle to protect and insulate
against the world, but to have a faith in God like the skeleton
of a man or woman which gives inner strength and capacity
to deal with whatever life brings along. It's a college that
wants its graduates not to attempt to memorize someone
else's pre-digested answers to all of life's questions, but to
train their minds to question and to learn and to find God's
truths and to think with the great- joy and flexibility and
capacity that brings along. It's a college that wants its graduates to understand that each of us is only a sojourner and
a steward and a servant on this earth and wants its graduates
to strive to live that way.
And that isn't the way that so often we live. We live, not
in the sense of being sojourners here for a brief spell, temporarily here with eternity there. We live not as stewards
who but temporarily have control of something that isn't
ours. We live not as servants, but as masters, This is a college
that says something different than that, and wants graduates
who understand what indeed they truly are.
It's a college that has for itself the aim of educating men
and women for the service of the, church and in all aspects of
society. It's a college that has for itself the aim of giving
.
young people an education that is Christian in the larger and
deeper sense that all the c1asswork, all the students' intellectual,
emotional and imaginative activity shall be permeated with
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continued on next page

the teachings of Christ. It's a college that insists that these
aims can best be achieved by making sure that its faculty
and staff are both professionally highly qualified and also
committed and professing Christians.
Far too many of your predecessors in the Christian college
field have backed away from their original purpose of being
truly and deeply Christian in mission and practice. Of the
more than 3,000 colleges and universities in the nation there
are still more than 700 which are at least nominally faith
related. The sad fact remains; however, that whatever good
they do, however good they may be from a purely academic
standpoint, the vast majority of these 700 have stretched
their faith commitment until it is little more than nominal.
Probably only about 100 colleges out of the 3,000 in the
nation have the type of mission and commitment that N orthwestern has.
And even within that remaining handful, Northwestern is
growing steadily stronger and more effective. There's constant
pressure on this handful of yeasty colleges within the nation's
higher educational universe, pressgre to turn inward, in
academics, in doctrine, in concern and in lack of outreach.
They too often seem to forget that they're not only teachers
of concepts of stewardship and service, but that they, the
colleges, are also stewards and servants. They forget that
among their sister colleges are some from which they can
learn and others which can and should be given the opportunity
of learning from them.
As one who has been student, teacher, trustee, employer,
administrator and lawmaker, I have been on a great many
college campuses. I commend Northwestern for it's growing

"The factor that really
underlies this nation of
ours, that underlies its
goodness and its greatness is the faith of her
peop Ie in God."
stature and its extended outreach, for its willingness to share
and to serve. I commend each of you who is here today, who
has contributed and is contributing to this kind of a college.
This is a troubled world - an increasing interrelated and
constricting world that to far too great a degree has failed
to hear or heed the call of Christ to put our priorities and
commitments in order and to follow Him. America has been
greatly blessed with material wealth, with a great political
system, with a remarkably effective economic system, with
an unmatched system of agriculture and with committed men
and women with a great concern for the rest of the world.
But none of these items is at the heart of what this nation
really is and what it can be.
You will perhaps recall the quote that is often given from
de Tocqueville (and I only paraphrase it). When de Tocqueville

"Northwestern College
and each of us here today
can help make this nation
and this world what the
Lord wants it to be."
came over here from France in the last century he looked
carefully at America and wrote extensively about it when he
went back to France. In the statement to which I refer he
said something like this, "I sought for the greatness of America
in her fields and forests, and factories, and it wasn't there. I
sought for the greatness of America in her halls of government,
and it wasn't there.
I sought for the .greatness of America in her schools and
colleges, and it wasn't there. It was not until I went into the
churches and temples of America that I understood why
America is great America is great because America is good.
And if America ever stops being good, she will stop being
great." The factor that really underlies this nation of ours,
that underlies its goodness and its greatness, is the faith of
her people in God.
All that Northwestern had done before this day is prelude.
You are poised in this year of our Lord, 1980, more well
equipped than ever before in physical plant, in faculty and
staff, in an expanded vision shared by a great many of you
and in a student body that is laden with ability and potential.
You are poised to help equip these young men and women to
serve the Lord and their fellows, whatever their skin color,
their native language, their sex, their nationality or their
politics, and to serve these people as the Samaritan of the
Scripture served his enemy the Jew.
In the state of Oregon, in the capital building there are
pictures of Oregon around the walls. Some statements are engraved on the walls. I close by quoting one: "In the souls
of its citizens will be found the likeness of the state, which
if they be unjust and tyrannical so will it reflect their vices, but
if they be lovers of liberty, confident in their freedoms, so
will it be bold in justice, clean in liberty." In the souls of its
citizens will be found the likeness of the state.
Northwestern College and each of us here today can help
make this nation and this world what the Lord wants it to be.
May we pledge individually and collectively our hands and
our lives, not to make this nation or world what we think it
ought to be, not to make it what we want it to be for our
benefit, but to make it really what the Lord wants it to be
as He's told us in the Scriptures.
It should be a place where love abounds, even towards
enemies. It should be a place where we are ever learning
.
to be better servants and stewards, for we follow His teachiri!'
and not the teachings of man. May we pledge our hands and
our lives to do what we can, great or small, to help make
it this kind of world. It's to that kind of a pledge that I see
Northwestern pledging itself today.
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SECOND GENERATION
STUDENTS 1980-81
We asked all students who had a parent or grandparent

:'Ii- who graduated from or attended N orthwestem to meet on
the stage after chapel for a picture. Shown here are the results.
The name of the parent is also given.

Freshmen:
{Front row, , (0 r)
Murray Rutstein (RODNEY

'58), Shuria

HULSTEIN

Juniors:
(First row, I (0 r)
Evonne Vander Wilt Blankers (EUNICE JOUWSTRA
'55) Vander Wilt,
Linda Kroon (WILLIAM
'43 and MARGE (BAKER)
'47 KROON),
Kristi Kosarefj(KENNETH
VERMEER
'48), Rebecca Vander Laan

Van Wettering

(HAROLD '59 and JOYCE (SCHREUR '58) VAN WETTERING).
Rhonda Schreur (LEONA RIPHAGEN
Schreur '54), Sara Sybesma
(STANLEY and RHEA (ROETMAN) SYBESMA '58), Twila De Vries
(BEVERLY
PLAStER
'64 De Vries), Gail Hellinga (KAREN VER

(HAROLD '49 and MURIEL(VAN

HOEF '55 Hellinga), Robin Kenney (NORMA
VAN DaRT '58 Kenney),
LuAnne Van Dart (JOSEPHINE
BOENDER
'51 Van Dart).
(Back row, f 10 r)
Jocelyn Van Gorp (JOYCE WOLBRfNK
'55) Van Gorp, Nancy Ludens
(JAMES LUDENS
'55), Juliann Bergsma (JAMES '57 and

MARGE (BONTHUIS
LAMMERS

'58) BERGSMA,

Mike Van Wyk (ELIZABETH

'55, '69 Van Wyk), John Vall Wyk (EUGENE

GRACE (LUDENS

7i)

VAN WYK), Brad Vander W"jJ(WARREN

Nor pictured- Donna Visser(PAUL
(CHARLOTTE HOSKINS 71).

VISSER

VANDER WERFF'54),

'58), Ken! Hoskins

Sophomores:
(First row, I
Seniors:
(First row, I (0 r)
Tami Rowenhorst (WILLARD

(0

MarkPetrich(VERA

CLEVERINGA

Cindy De Geest (ROGER
'52), Maria

De Vries

IIEORGE DE VRiES '48), Debi De Valois (GALEN '53 and MARILYN
(LYON '54) DE VALOiS).
(Second row, I to r)
Jolene Van Oort (JOSEPHINE
BOENDER
'51 Van Oort), Tom Behrens
JOYCE HICKMAN
'51 Behrens), Ann Schutte (EVA VAN DRIE '55
Schutte), Wendell Brenneman (JOAN DE ZEEUW
'42 Brenneman).

(THERESA (NIBBELINK
BAKER '60).
(Second row)
Tim A, Mouw (VERNON

(WiERSEMA
HUIS

Wielenga

'42) Mulder, Harlan Baker (DONALD D.

MOUW

'57) HEEMSTRA),

'52), Kent Muyskens

'54) HELM US),

'6/), Dixie Mulder

DE CEEST

'43), Jerry Heemstra

(JOANNE

Susan Brinkhuis (JAMES BRINK-

(KENNETH

(RON '58 and FAYE (HELLENGA
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'53) Petrich).

r)

Rita Helm us, (JOHN '55 and ELAINE (HESSELINK
ROWENHORST

VANDER LAAN).

(third row, I to r)
Daile Boender(JOHN
BOENDER
'49) Harlan Van Oort (JOSEPHINE
BOENDER '51) Van Dart),
Marlo Van Peursem (MYRON
VAN PEURSEM
'38), Marlin Van
Peursem (MYRON
VAN PEURSEM
'38), David Vander Werfj(LYLE

'42 and

VANDER WERFF '62), Peter Vander Woude (M. PAUL VANDER
WOUDE 'SO), Deb Kuiper (DENA VAN OORT '54 Kuiper), Debra Vander
Aarde (STANLEY '51 and DARLENE (DE BEER '52), VANDER
AARDE,

BINSBERGEN'50)

(Second row, I (0 r)
Don Huygens (JOANNE
VAN KALSBEEK
HUYGENS
'71), Brenda
Van Galen (HERMAN
VAN GALEN '70), Joy Vander Schaaf(HERLON
'56 and JOAN (MOSS '56) VANDER SCHAA F), Bonnie Hoskins Van'!
Land (CHARLOTTE HOSKINS '71).

MUYSKENS

'60) HOFMEYER).

'53), Jefj Hofmeyer

Reuben De Valois
Honored Friend of Northwestern
by

LQI'O/1l1e

Nannego

In 1925 he married Ella Vander
Schaaf and began farming. He farmed
in Boyden, Hospers and Moneta in the
course of years, raising cattle and hogs
and cultivating crops for feed. In 1944,
De Valois was advised by his doctor
to quit farming. He lived in Sheldon
for one and a half years and then moved
to Orange City. His first wife passed
away in 1971, and he has since married
Gertrude Van Kley, formerly Gertrude
Dejong.
Both of De Valois' sons, Roger '47
and Galen '53, attended Northwestern
Junior College. Roger continued at Iowa
State University toward a degree in
mechanical engineering and received
his M.A. in electrical engineering. He
is now in charge of the power division
at Clinton Corn. Galen also continued
at Iowa State, majoring in agronomy
and finishing with his M.A. in farm
management. He is a county extension
agent in Jefferson.
Since De Valois owned three farms
when he left farming, his sons encouraged him to give one to Northwestern College. The 200 acres near
Woodstock, Minn., had no buildings
and were completely tillable. Under
Northwestern's
Vice President for
Finance Paul Muysken's direction, the
land is now farmed on a share- rental
arrangement.
Reuben De Valois. right, and his granddaughter

The Northwestern College football
field in Orange City has been the site
of countless games since the 1950's.
but it did not always bear the title,
De Valois Field. The college athletic
stadium, was named in 1971 in honor
of Reuben De Valois, now 81, former
college board member and donor of a
200-acre farm for college use.
De Valois served the college 25
years as a member of the board of
trustees and executive committee. He is
not a Northwestern alumnus but says
he knows the good impact of the college

Debi

both from the business and the cultural
standpoint and supports Northwestern's
goal of integrated Christian higher
education.
De Valois was born in Boyden in
1899 and graduated from Boyden High
School in 1914, skipping some grades
of country school. His brother and two
sisters attended Northwestern
Academy, but he waited until after
World War I and chose to finish school
at the academy in Pella. He graduated
in 1921 and taught country school
for three years.
-14--

The executive committee of the
college decided in the summer of 197 I
to honor De Valois' support and service
by naming the football field after him.
"I was completely surprised when
told that the committee decided to name
the athletic field after me," De Valois
says. "Naturally I'm proud of it Of
course, I did have mixed feelings at
first If I had known it was coming, I
doubt if I would have accepted it"
The football grounds have been in;
proved in stages since the fifties whJn
the original plot of ground was marked
as the college football field. Sturdy
bleachers on east and west sides now
seat the many fans. The press box and

building addition, built in two stages,
is now complete. In the mid seventies,
a new crown of land was put on the

•

Veldhuis,

(continued from page 2)

field to renew the necessary slope.

Love others as you would love your-

Recent refinements include renovating the track into a newall-weather

self." As Christians concentrate on
this command, there appears to be less
time for becoming entangled in sets of
rules of a legalistic sort.

track and installing an underground
watering system to replace the farm
irrigation previously used to maintain
the grass.
"My job as a board member of the
college was used to improve the college,
and I believe I did have a small hand
in the advancement,"

he says. De

Valois' reportoire of duties aside from
farming includes being chairman of the
building and grounds committee for
the college.
"Every one of the beautiful maple

It occurs to me that a second change,

again more appropriately called a
trend, is the way in which many faculty
members view the ever occurring
changes. It is recognized that the N orth-

western of 1961 was not replaced by
the present Northwestern in the way

Reformed College F acuity Development Lectures and the Staley Distinguished Christian Scholar Lecture
Program. Relatively recent lectures
have included "The Timeless
Moment: Reflections on Art and the
Christian" and "Christian Perspectives

on Athletics." Another dealt with
creation, human science and dignity and
Christian obedience in a scientific age.

I should note, in passing, that these

one element of a set is arbitrarily

events in themselves are opportunities

removed and replaced by an equally
arbitrarily selected element. Rather, the
Northwestern of 1961 is increasingly
seen as the valuable and necessary
precursor of the present Northwestern.
This view has a tangible benefit changes

that, by and large, did not exist at
the Northwestern of 1961. Also indicative of this broader participation

under consideration are less often
resisted because of the "we have never
done it that way" syndrome. It allows

should contain and on what intellectual
level it should be taught. Many frustrating hours and days have been spent

are "worth it." He has no objections

for the lowering of defensive barriers

to using some money for a football
field rather than for academic improvement in the college.
The former board member emphasizes the importance of educating

so often encountered when changes
occur,

by numerous professors in wrestling
with what sort of crossroads Western

trees on the Northwestern

campus was

planted by yours truly," he beams,
"and I'm proud of that."
Additions and renovation on campus
have required much time and money,

but De Valois says the improvements

the whole person. He recalls advice
given him when he enrolled in the

academy in Pella: don't let those books
interfere with your education. De Valois

says the wisdom of that instruction has
since become plain.
"It is just as important to learn how

to enjoy life and get along with others
as it is to learn how to make a living,"
he explains. "A liberal arts education

means learning to live." He feels that
athletics contribute to completing the
full educational sweep at Northwestern.
"I used to attend all the games in
the stadium," says the 81-year-old Red
Raider fan, but lately we just listen
to them on the radio."
Reuben and Gertrude De Valois have
traveled to India in the past few years
and own many treasured articles of

wood and ivory. At home De Valois
works with flowers, reads and enjoys

~ssword

puzzles. The two enjoy stay-

ng active in various ways and take
interest in the many activities at

N orthwestem.
One granddaughter, Debi De Valois
of Jefferson, presently attends N orthwestern College. She is a junior.

is the continuous evolvement of the

Western Man course. Faculty are not
in agreement as to what the course

Man should become. Evident here is
the price of change; a certain amount

Seeing yesterday's college as a precursor for today's college is tantamount
to speaking of the heritage of Northwestern: a continuing emphasis on

designing an intellectual climate in
which young lives can become Christcentered. I believe that Northwestern
is rapidly becoming more of a "place"

in the lives of people rather than a place
of stone, mortar and glass. I believe
that this thought may have an implication for this newly formed National
Alumni Board. Perhaps an avenue that
allows alumni to keep in closer touch
with this "place" in their lives that

goes beyond ordinary publicity and
fund raising is worth exploring.
A third trend that is evident on
campus today is the attempt to meaningfully integrate faith and learning.
Although the need for integration is
evident, knowing how is not. As individuals struggle with the nuts and
bolts of this ambitious endeavor, it is
significant that the struggle is not
limited to a few faculty members and
students during occasional

discussions,

Indicative of the broadening base for
the integration are the Association of
-15-

of disagreement.
I became rather deeply involved in
the process for a two year period. I
believe that I relearned, as did many
of my colleagues, to appreciate the
points of view of others not only because it is nice and acceptable to do so
but because it is necessary for meaningful communication and progress to
occur. There is an increasing under-

standing that this integration process
brings about a certain amount of

disagreement that must be handled within the glue that holds the college
community together: the truth of God.
Issues such as this at Northwestern
offer students and faculty the opportunity for acting in such a way
that what is worthwhile and true can
be verified to be so.
In surveying the colorful world of
Northwestern, I am mindful of a saying
that I came across at the Art Images
event in Sheldon a few weeks ago.
I quote somewhat loosely: "Do not
fear tomorrow - God is already there."
I think that statement applies to
Northwestern.

Stephen Cobb on Doing Sociology
by Bonnie Jorgenson

Illinois, Bryan College in Tennessee,
and then moved into industry as a
director of technical services.

•

"In Bryan's context I could not

J

integrate faith and sociology as I felt
I must. So when the opportunity to
enter industry came I began to rationalize; there are many ways to minister

and I can minister in business. But, not
long after I got into industry, I missed
teaching. After a few months I began
teaching some night and weekend
courses for two area colleges. It became
clear that what I really wanted to do
was teach. So, I decided to stay in my
industrial position until the right college
came along."

Northwestern was Cobb's "right"
college. A long with his wife Barbara
and their three children, Cobb moved
to Orange City in 1976.'And he began
teaching, advocating what he calls
"radical Christian sociology. "
"As Christians we have to do

sociology in a fundamentally different
manner. We don't throw out secular
views, but we integrate OUf Christian

perspective. In sociology, as we study
society, we are inevitably dealing with
the nature of the universe, humanity,

Stephen Cobb during one of his small
seminar

meetings

Dr. Stephen Cobb, associate professor of sociology, grew up knowing
he wanted to minister

In

some way.

As a "P.K" (preacher's kid), he
never considered
The writer's comments in this story are
in italics. Cobb's comments
regular print.

are in

any other option.

Following his graduation from MaeMurray College and Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary he served
several churches, his last as youth
minister in Elgin, Ill.
"It was here I realized my major
interest was in working with college
students. And, I thought that maybe the
pastoral ministry wasn't what I really
wanted to do. So I decided to go into
college teaching and carry out my
ministry in the classroom."
Cobb went to Northwestern University for his Ph.D. studies. Following
that he taught at Judson College in
-16-

the human predicamant and solutions
to that predicament. In those four areas
the Bible has some definite things to
say. If a Christian believes, as I do,
that there are priorities of value, then
the biblical values supersede somebody
else's non-biblical theorizing or must
be integrated into that theorizing. It
is extremely irresponsible for Christians
to ignore this. I must endeavor to
understand what God has told us and
is telling us about these areas and then
plug that into the doing of sociology.
A radically Christian approach to
sociology also means that Christians
who are sociologists have to be prophetic. It is easier to play the priestly
role (conducting services and doing
ritual) - and, this is important. But
it is also necessary to look at social \
structures such as how we conduct
business, do politics, distribute justice
and opportunity, make value judgements and then say, 'thus says the Lord
God.' We critique something to make

it better because we love it. A radically
Christian approach has to be valueoriented and prophetic.
When you go back to the Biblical
source, to Amos, Micah and Jesus
himself, it is interesting to see to whom

1<

they address themselves. They don't
overwhelmingly point their finger at
the masses but at the leadership. This
implies that people in leadership have
a special accountability. Leadership
(business, government, education,

religion) which misuses this trust has
committed a serious offense. It seems

to be easy for those of us in leadership
positions to let

OUf

own vested interests

stand in the way of God's interests
and the interest of most people. A
good Biblical tradition supports the
saying that a person with a radically
Christian approach can't stand on the
sidelines. If there are injustices taking
place one has to playa prophetic role.
You don't do it with malice, but you
do it because you feel something exists
that keeps a particular structure from
becoming better. You do it constructively as a reconciling ministry.

This kind of doing sociology is
definitely a minority view among
sociologists, but I feel we cannot fragment life. God is God of all creation
and all aspects of life are interrelated
and must come under His Lordship."
Cobb is also associate dean for
career concentrations. The career concentration program is the subject of
continual debate among faculty. Some
argue that career preparation has no
place in a liberal arts college. Others
insist that it does, but differ on specifics.
"Some people go by a rather narrow
definition of liberal arts - a definition
where liberal arts means teaching the
content of philosophy, history, literature, languages and abstract science.

Now these things are important, but
historically, liberal arts is broader than
that. Look at additional connotations
of what the words 'liberal arts' could
mean - liberal, generous and broadand arts, skills. Some refer to liberal
arts as liberating skills like learning
;.llthink critically, learning to express
one's thoughts effectively, problem
solving and leadership. Developing
these skills has many implications for
the career world. In this sense, business,
sociology, education classes, social

Cobb in discussion with Leanne Nelson, junior

work or computer science do have a

legitimate place in liberal arts. They
help develop these skills and can assist
in the liberating process.
These skills are also helpful to a
Christian who wants to proclaim his
or her faith. In I Corinthians two and
three, Paul talks about us being coworkers with God. Just as God's
people messed up God's creation, we
have to participate in reconciling it.

A reconciling, liberating ministry requires skills - the kinds of skills involved in liberal arts.
The Bible also teaches about vocations and calling. One calling is not
more important than another. God has
many things that need to be done and
he calls different people to different
things. The more we can help orient
people toward their particular calling
or interest, the better. Rather than say
careers don't have a place in liberal
arts we need to articulate that place
and develop broad skills that enhance
meaningful careers."
-17-

Cobb's students say he makes them
think about new things, about things
they've never thought about before.
Recently he and several students organized an Issues Awareness Center,
o place where informational material
on various issues and groups is
available.
"It is important to remember that
we are a Christian liberal arts college,
not a Bible college. Liberal arts implies
a certain breadth. In other words, we
are not trying to propagandize or unduly influence a fictitiously narrow
'the Christian view.' A diversity of
Christian and secular ideologies and
perspectives exist out there. So now,

in a Christian liberal arts college, let's
discuss these views."

News Briefs
"THE BILLY
GOAT SONG"

NATTRESS
SCHOLARSHIP
ESTABLISHED
A Northwestern College scholarship fund
has been established in the name of Rev. Le Roy
Nattress. lO-year minister of the American
Reformed Church in Orange City and former
member of the Northwestern staff.
The $200 annual scholarship is based on
a $5000 fund begun as a gift of members of
the American Reformed Church. Immediate
awarding of the scholarship is made possible
by a generous cash gifl by Nauress.
Candidates for the scholarship are sons
and daughters of ordained ministers of the
gospel or grandsons or granddaughters who
demonstrate financial need and scholastic

The theatre department presented the world
premier of "The Billy Goat Song" in October.
The play. set in Kentucky. explored the effect
of a legalistic conservative religious upbringing upon various members of a southern family.
The playwright, Gary Gardner who is a
UCLA professor. spent several weeks in
residence aiding the cast and director in preparing the show. The theatre patrons sponsored
his stay.

TWIRP EVENTS
This year students will enjoy TWIRP
(women in reverse positions) activities at least
once a mo'nth. Events planned include a progressive supper, a treasure hunt. a square
dance/hayride and movies.
Co-chairmen for the activities are Janet
Dolan of Denver and AI Richie of Terril.
Assistants are Lori Sass of Cedar Grove,
Wise. and Ed Gratten of Grinnell.

merit.

Nattress now lives in Spencer and, although
retired, still frequently preaches in area
churches as a guest minister.

NORTHWESTERN
THEATRE
HONORED
magazine, one of the oldest publications in theatre in the United States, has
honored the theater department by featuring
in the current issue, a picture display of
selected shows from the 1979-80 season.
The magazine published photographs from
"The Miracle Worker:' "The Effects of
Gamma Rays on the Man-In-the-Moon
Marigolds" and "Pippin."
Northwestern theatre was chosen from
the membership of Alpha Psi Omega National
Theatre Honorary Association. Over two
thousand pictures were submitted to Playbill
for the two current issues.
Playbill

CHRISTMAS
VESPERS
The annual Christmas Vespers of the music
department was presented December 7 in the
American Reformed Church.

AUCTION FOR
NEEDY
CHILDREN
The foreign language club, Alpha Mu
Gamma. raised $383 at its third annual slave
auction October 9. The money will sponsor
two needy children through World Vision.
The club has sent money to Care for the two
through April. 198 I.

"IN DAYS
OF OLD"
Maria De Vries of Orange City reigned as
1980 Homecoming queen during festivities
October 30 through November 2. Other
members of her court included Joyce Loverink
of Hollandale. Minn .. Sharla Maassen of
Rock Valley, Deb Tiemens of Sheldon and
Heidi Woudstra of Orange City.
Activities included a parade, football game.
presentation of the Alumnus of the Year,
a queen's reception. movies and a dance.
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FALL RETREAT
The Student Christian Fellowship Fall
Retreat was held in September at Lake Okoboji.
Guest speaker. the Rev. Jay Passavant of
Pittsburgh, Penn., spoke on Christian
commitment.
Seniors Kate vcrvers of Lincoln Park, N.J.
and Bob Mclaughlin of Marathon co-chaired
the event.

STUDENT
MISSIONS
BOARD
FORMED
Under the leadership of Lynn Cheyney,
Fern Smith Hall residence director and
assistant to the chaplain, a Student Missions
Board has formed on campus.
Twenty-five students are involved. They
will perform three basic functions: praying
for missions around the world, acting as an
information group to increase world-wide
awareness of missions on campus and being a
sending agency for summer missionaries.
They will participate in several chapel
services next semester. They are also in the
process of making contacts for missionary
placements Forstudents next summer.

FAMILY FAIR
RAISES $5000
The Women's Auxiliary Family Fair raised
$5000 towards equipment for the Rowenhorst
Student Center in September. Over 100 churches
in Iowa, South Dakota. Nebraska-Minnesota
and Wisconsin participated in the event through
volunteer labor and donations of items for booths.

FOCUS
WEEKEND

\

Approximately 300 high school students
visited campus in November during the annual
"Focus on Northwestern" weekend. The
purpose of the weekend was to acquaint potential
students with college life.
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THEATRE
~ PATRONS DINE
The Northwestern Theatre Patrons met for
their third annual dinner on Saturday. October
18 at the American

Reformed

Church

in Orange

City. Distinguished guest at the dinner was
Gary Gardner. author of THE BILLY GOAT
SONG which premiered at Northwestern's
Playhouse on October! O. One hundred ninety
seven persons have joined us members of
the Theatre Patrons this year with NORM '44
and VELMA (VAN ORIEL '47) BOON·
STRA serving as chairpersons.

HONORED
The Northwestern N~C1ub honored two
past athletic learns and one individual during
Homecoming weekend (Nov. 1). The 1960
football team, the college's first athletic team
since becoming a four year college, the 1970~
71 basketball team, the first team to earn a
trip to the National Tournament in Kansas City
and Gregg Bosch. one of the nation's premier
amateur fast pitch softball pitchers, were all
honored at the annual N-Club banquet
The '60 football team finished with a 1-5
record in their first year while the 70-71
basketball team set 16 records and finished
the year 23-5.
Bosch, an accomplished pitcher, has won
35 games in 13 seasons while being named
most valuable player in 27 tournaments.
He also pitched his team to a second place
finish in the nation last year.

RECITALS
MARTHA RANKIN, a' senior presented
a voice recital of sacred music on October 26.
DIRK LINDNER, a graduate student' in
piano performance at the University of Iowa,
presented an alumnus piano recital, November
2 as part of Homecoming festivities.
SHARON VER MULM, senior, presented
a baritone horn recital on November 4.
LINDA KROON, junior. presented a voice
recital November 11.
RONALD TOERING and RODNEY
KOOT, professor of instrumental music,
Luther College in Decorah and professor of
organ at Northwestern respectively, presented a trumpet/organ recital on November 16.
JO ANDERSON, presented her senior voice
recital in conjunction with a recital by the
String Quartet on November 23.

GUESTS
CHRISTOPHER
DAMON ROY spoke on
,.Art and Life in Afrlca'ton September 18. He
is an assistant professor of art at the University of Iowa.
THE REV. PROFESSOR CHRISTIAN
BAETA spoke on third world theologies
relating to Africa during the ~eptember faculty
development series. He is an ordained minister
of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana
and a professor of religion.
JOHN and MARTI FISCHER spoke during
Consecration Week in late September and early
October on relationships. John also gave a concert with Rusty Carlson, a young Christian singer
from Onawa. John is a well-known Christian
artist and teacher.
DAVID FEINBERG displayed his drawings
in the Te Paske Gallery during the month of
October. He has taught drawing. design and
painting in various schools throughout the
country.
LARRY WOIWODE, author of"Beyond
the Bedroom Wall," spoke on campus October
22. He is a recipient of the William Faulkner
Foundation Award and the American Library
Association Notable Book Award.
Sixth District Congressional Candidates
CLARENCE CARNEY and BERKLEY
BEDELL visited campus October 23.
CHRIS CULVER, daughter of Senator John
Colver, also campaigned on campus October 23.
NOEL PAUL STOOKEY of "Peter. Paul
and Mary" fame gave a concert on campus
November 6, The band "Bodyworks' played
with him,
DAVID DRIESBACH, a nationally known
artist and printmaker. visted campus November
5 and 6 speaking in various art classes. His
exhibitor etchings and engravings displayed
in the Te Paske Gallery during November,
MELANIE MORRISON,
minister of the
First United Church of Christ in Bronson, Mioh..
spoke on campus November 18. Morrison is
well-known for her work at Koinonia Farms
in Sumter County, Ga.. presently America's
oldest Christian cooperative community.

SEASON
WRAP-UPS
FOOTBALL
Faced with one of the toughest schedules
Raider football has ever played. Coach Larry
Korver led his ball club to a 6-3 overall finish
this season. Two of the teams the Raiders faced
this season were of NCAA Division H caliber.
But while large school power houses adorned
the slate, a lOth and final Tri-State Conference title failed to elude the Raiders again
this year. A 31-30 win over Westmar and a
45-17 pasting of Yankton assured Northwestern
of their final conference crown. The league
will disband after this year.
Northwestern's record over the last 10 years
in loop play has been an impressive 36..2,

CROSS COUNTRY
Coach Stan McDowell directed his cross
country team to a second place conference
finish and third place finish in the
District 15.
Those receiving All-Conference honors
were Dale Schoolmeester. Tom Schultz and
Gary DeWaay. The Tonner two also were
All-District performers and represented
Northwestern in the NATA Nationals.

WOMEN'S

TENNIS

A young women's tennis team. under coach
Ellis Scheevel, finished the year with a
4-6 record and a fourth place finish in the
Io-Kcta conference tourney.
Highlighting the year's play was a perfect
10-0 record netted by the NQ, 3 doubles team
of Deb Orthel and Jan Neerhof

VOLLEYBALL

THEATRE
Students Nanette Branch, Cheryl Lauer
and LyNae Neilsen each directed a one-act play
in November,in fulfillment of their theatre
requirements. The three plays Were presented
on the same evening and called "Three Women
Direct" '.'Amahl and the Night Visitors", an
opera, was presented by the department of
theatre and speech and the department of music
in November and December.
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NW's volleyball team. under second-year
coach Sandy Rehling. finished the season
in a tie for second with Dordt in the-conference
race this fall. Both teams had 9-5 marks while
the Lady Raiders finished with a 16~8 record
overall.

MEN'S

GOLF

The men's golf team won the conference
championship this fall under the direction of
Coach Brad Vermeer.

ALUMNI NEWS

'48

HOWARD

HEEMSTRA

was a

recent speaker at Oceans 80 Technical Conference held at Seattle, Washington. Howard
currently serves as a professor at Iowa State
University in Ames. He is the son of Mrs.
Jacob Heemstra of Yankton, SO and the late
Dr. Jacob Heemstra, first president of
Northwestern
Junior College

'64

ARLIN PLENDER

was recently
promoted to senior vice president of the Wilshire
Bank in Oklahoma City, OK. Arlin attended
the University of Hawaii and served in the
U.S. Navy prior to his present career in banking.

'71

RAY TILSTRA
has become the pastor
of the Reformed Church at Alton after
serving six years as the pastor of the Unity
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Ml

'78

'72

FRANKLIN
DE GRAAF resigned
his position as associate pastor of the Fellowship Reformed Church in Holland, MI to
pursue a doctorate in psychotherapy
at Eden
Theological Seminary and the Care and
Counseling Center. Inc. in S1. Louis, MO.
Mrs. De Graaf is the former BRENDA

RESINK

('73).

RON HEIMGARTNER
lives in the
Kingsley, LA area and is employed by the Aid
Association for Lutherans in the Sioux City
area.

'68

MARLYS
UBBEN is director of
Christian education at the First Reformed
Church of Rock Rapids. She was fonnerlv
with "Ad;enture
in Mission" of the Reformed
Church working in Minneapolis.
DAVE KRAAYENBRINK
has become
director of the LeMars Recreation Department after serving a similar position at
Sheldon.
CHRISTIE
YOUNT left her teaching
duties at Exira and moved to Sheldon. where
she is employed part time at Handicap Village.
She is also a special student in music at
Northwestern.

PAVL and KAREN (Thomas) CODY

live in Colo with their three children
Myra, Teressa and Matthew. Paul is comptroller at the Story County Hospital in Nevada,
and Karen works part time as a clerk at the
Colo Post Office.

'69

RONALD
HULSTEIN
joined the
faculty of Dakota State College, Madison, SO
in the Division of Business Industry and Public
Administration.
Prior to his present position,
he served as an instructor of accounting at
the Hutchinson Area Vocational Technical
Institute at Hutchinson,
MN. Ronald took his
undergraduate
work at Northwestern
College and
the University of South Dakota and earned
the Master's Degree in Business Administration
from Mankato State University. He is an army
veteran having served in Vietnam and a certified public accountant in Minnesota and
South Dakota. Rons's wife is the former

ELAINE VANDEN
are the parents

'70

'77

DONNA
DIRKSEN
is a senior at
the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and plans to graduate in December, 1980.

BRINK ('66) and they

of two sons, Jason

JAY JACKSON,

and JetT.

his wife, GLORIA

(DE JAGER)
Jackson and their children
Jason and JoAnna live in Zion, IL where
Jay is employed as a cement worker. Gloria,
after teaching for six years in elementary
grades, is a full time homemaker.

'73

STEVE POMP and his father, the
Rev. Jerold Pomp, are engaged in Christian
counseling work with offices located in Bemidji,
MN. Steve earned his M.A. degree in Guidance
and Counseling from South Dakota State
University in 1977. He is married to the fanner

JOYCE ROZEBOOM

('74) and they ace the

DOUGLAS
SCHOLTEN
is serving
a 13 month internship at Valley Community
Drive-In Church in San Dimas, CA. He has
completed two years of study at Western
Theological Seminary in Holland. MI and
plans to return there for his final year in July,
1981. Doug is married to the former MARY
VANDE
ZANDE
'78 who is working as a
career center specialist at Lone Hill
Intermediate
School in San Dimas.

parents of Sarah and Andrew.

'74

ROGER

MOLLENBECK

is currently

employed in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area as a music specialist for the Fairfax
County (Virginia) Public School System. His
responsibilities
include teaching and the
development
of a comprehensive
music study
program for the county schools. He is also
assisting with the music program at the National
City Christian Church in downtown Washington,
D.C. This past summer he accompanied
and
assisted direction of the church's Sanctuary
Choir as they toured Hawaii, singing for a Sunday
morning service at the Pearl Harbor Naval
Chapel and at the World Convention of the
Churches of Christ in Honolulu.

'75

STEPHANIE

CDVRBAND) Doeschot

and her husband Phil are serving as steff persons of Evangelism and Collegiate Ministries
on the campus of Drake University along with
their other assignments at the Meredith Refanned Church in Des Moines.
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'79

BRUCE CHRISTIANS
received his
degree in agricultural business from Iowa
State University at Ames in 1979. He became
assistant county supervisor for Fanner's
Home
Administration
at Charles City and last
September transferred to the same company
in Sheldon. Fanners Home Administration
is a federal lending agency and a branch of

the V.S.D.A.
ARDEN
KEUNE
teaches junior high
reading. history and PE at Remsen Union
School, Remsen. In addition he serves as
assistant football coach and junior high track
coach.
DOUG TJEERDSMA
teaches junior
high school social studies and reading along
~
with various coaching duties at LeMars CerrG
School. He formerly taught at Emmetsburg.
SONIA (WIARDA)
Koehler is a
nurse's aide at the Sioux Center Nursing Home
while her husband is completing training
in the Air National Guard.

WHERE ARE THE
GRADUATES OF 1980?
MARK

ADAMSON

- attending

Rhema Bible Training

Center,

at

Tulsa, OK
RUDY ALLEN·
Administration
trainee at Neilson Clearing House,
Clinton, IA
~ARBARA
BAHRKE
. Elementary teacher at Sac City, IA
BEVERLY
BAHRKE
- Special education teacher at Lake View, IA
JEROME
BARRY - Farming at Woodbine, plans to attend Creighton
University at Omaha
CAMILLE
BELLING
- Pursuing M.M. degree at University of Michigan
CYNTHIA
BLAKE - Employed at Mental Health Institute, Cherokee, IA
PAUL BOLLARD
- Further education at Northwestern
College
LILA BOOTE (Hawkins)
- Student teacher at Kinsey Elementary,
Sioux

Center, IA
MARK BUSH - Attending seminary
KERRY CARTER
- Junior High Resource teacher at Alliance, NE
SARA CORDES
- First grade teacher, Central Dallas Comm. School
at Minburn, IA
CATHY COSGROVE·
Mrs. Brian Cottrell
BRIAN COTIRELL
- Computer programmer, Vogel Paint Co. Orange
CitY,IA
MICHAEL
DE KREY . Purdue University Graduate School.
Lafayette, IN
DALE DYKEMA·
Substitute teacher, Byron Center, MI
VALERIE
(NANNINGA)
ENGLETJES·
Post graduate work, Drake
University
CAROLYN
ERICKSON
- 6th grade teacher, Ayrshire, IA
LUANN FREESE
- further study at Northwestern
College
MARY HANSEN·
Homemaker,
George, IA
EARL HARBERTS·
Shop Teacher, Maurice Orange City School
JERI HIMES
Hass - Counselor, Independence
Comm. College,
Independence,
KS
DEBORAH
MUYSKENS
HELMUS
- Part time music teacher, grades
1-6, Bedford, IA
DEAN HOOGEVEEN·
Phys. Ed teacher K-12, Westfield Community
DEBRA HOOGEVEEN
Mouw - Working at day care center
DAVID JANSSEN
- District Executive, Boy Scouts of America
TERRY JOHNSON
- Management
Trainee - Ace Hardware, Cedar
Rapids, 1A
GALEN KAEMINGK·
Math & Phys. Ed. Teacher - Marcus Comm.
Schools, Marcus, IA
RACHEL
KLAY - Studying Criminal Justice at Sangamon State University, Springfield, IL
WANDA
KOOIMA
- Student teacher at Sioux Falls, SD
ALLYN KORVER - Further study at Northwestern
College
PEGGY LANGEL
Thie - Teaching PE at Lone Tree, IA
SCOTI
LENSINK·
Pursuing M.A. in business at Eastern University, Charleston, IL
TAMMY LINDAHL·
Social Service, Activities Aide at Lakeside
Nursing Home
MARY MAURITZ
- Substitute teacher in Special Education in the
Ames area
SUSAN KAY MEINEN·
Christian Education Director, Hope Reformed
Church, Kalamazoo,
Ml
DAVID MENNING
- Pursuing M.A. in statistics at University of
Nebraska at Lincoln
SUSAN MOSS - Librarian at Luvem, MN
DENISE
NANNINGA
- Substitute teacher at Zeeland, MI
JUDY NIEUWENDORP
- Further study at Northwestern
College
NORIMICHI
ODATE - Western Theological Seminary, Holland MI
DAVID OLIVIER·
Division Accountant - Kooima Manufacturing,
Rock Valley, IA
K~STI
OLSON·
Working for Kindlehope, a supervised living facility,
IW1l1mar, MN
CAROL OOLMAN
. PE teacher at Harlan, lA, Public & Catholic Schools
LOREN
PEMBERTON
- Admissions counselor, Northwestern
College
RHONDA
PENNINGS
- English teacher, Clara City, MN
DENNIS
PETERS
- PE teacher at Winnebago, NE Public & Catholic
Schools

ANNETTE
RANSCHAU
. Attending police training school in California
JEANNE
REID·
Homemaker in Orange City, lA
JILL RETHMEIER
- Further study at Northwestern
College
KIM RUBSAM
- Further study at Northwestern
College
COLLEEN
SCHMIDT
- Kindergarten teacher, Prairie Comm. Schools
at Callender. IA
DEAN SCHNOES
- Business education teacher and coach at Sheldon, IA
NANCY SCHOEP
- Attending taw school at University of Minnesota, Minneapolis
EDWARD
SCHREUR
- attending New Brunswick Theological
Seminary, New Brunswick. NJ
MARK SIEMONSMAEmployed by Arnold Motor Supply at LeMars,
SUE ANN SIEMONSMA
- Art teacher at Granville Spalding
Granville, IA
DELORES
(SMITH)
Simmelink
- Homemaker at Mallard, fA
RICHARD
SMITH·
Graduate work in Philosophy and Religion at
Western Kentucky University
JEANNE
SOHN . Business education teacher, Dunlap, IA
DANIEL
SORENSON
- Accountant
for Moore & Associates at
Oskaloosa, IA
JULIE STARKENBURG
- Elementary teacher at Dumont, IA
JUDY SWEETMAN·
Teacher. Protestant Reformed School, Rock

IA

Valley, IA
DAWN TE BRINK Wieking - English teacher. Shellsburg, IA
RENITA
TE SLAA - Elementary teacher. Crystal Lake, IA
DENNIS
TEN CLAY - Loan officer, Production Credit Association,
Sheldon. IA
DOUGLAS
TENSEN
- Admissions Counselor. Northwestern
College
LARRY VAN DONS LEAR - University of South Dakota
NORLAN
VAN GORP - Cottage Counselor. Handicap Village. Sheldon, IA
SANDRA
VAN RAVENSWAAY·
Homemaker,
Sioux Center, fA
ROBERT
VAN WYK - 4th grade teacher, Millersburg, IA
LOIS VANDER
MATEN - Bank examiner trainee
BRENT VERMEER
- Studying Nuclear Medicine. University of Iowa
Graduate School, Iowa City, IA
SCOTT VOS - Agent for Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company
PATRICE
VOTH - Attending University of Omaha
GLORENE
WALLACE·
Pharmacy Technician. Orange City Hospital
Pharmacy
KIMBERLY
WALLER
Christensen·
Elementary teacher, Battle Creek.Le,
JEANNE
WALSH - Attending Mankato State University
JOVEDA
WALSH - Attending Sangamon State University Graduate
School. Springfield. IL

MARRIAGES
PAUL WERNLUND
('75) and Becky Denham 5/27/78
LOWELL
VAN GORP ('79) and MARTHA
HERR ('81)
MITCHELL
GRAMSTAD
('79) and JEANINE
BRENNEMAN
KENNETH
MURPHY
('77) and Mary Plathe
KATHY BOERSMA
('81) and GARY BRUXVOORT
('81)
MARGO
SLICKERS
('78) and Lance Taylor
TARYN POITORFF
('81) and Steven Brink
MIKE DE KREY ('80) and LINDA WYNJA ('81)
KELLY NIEUWENHUIS
('82) and Luanne Gaudian
DEBRA PENNINGS
('79) and Greg Kosters
DEANNE
BOSCH
('83) and Allen L. Gibson
TERRYL
SCHERMER
('76) and LEANN
REINSMA
('81)
SANDRA
KROSSCHELL
('79) and Jeff Hulst
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('79)

Vern is working for a wholesale distributorship for Westinghouse. The Bomgaars are the parents of Rachel, 4 and
Brent, 1~.

IDENTIFY ALUMNI
THE MySTERY PHOTO in the fall Classic was correctly
identified by Karen (Thomas) Cody '68 and Jean (Palsma)
Foreman '67.
The names of the women on the mystery photo are: Barb
Zevenbergen '69, Cheryl Slingerland '69, Mary Lou
Blom '69, Gwen Noteboom '70 and Marilyn De Boer '69
BARBARA ZEVENBERGEN

married James W. Givens

after graduation and moved to Minnesota where she was

employed by the Stillwater School District for six years as
a Junior High English/Social Core teacher and in the Remedial Reading Lab. For the next 3~ years she worked as
a secretary for Givens, Inc. her father- in-law's business,
where her husband is corporate treasurer and office manager.

During this time she spent 2~ years doing volunteer work
as a tutor for the Laubach Literary program of the Minnesota
Right-To-Read Council. Presently Barb is a full-time homemaker and mother to her 18 month-old daughter, Dawn
Marie. She is also active as a member of the Peace Reformed
Church in St. Paul, Minn. Last October she represented her
church at a Robert Schuller Institute for Successful Church
Leadership in Garden Grove, Calif.

CHERYL SLINGERLAND
is Mrs. Firman Schiebout
and lives with her family in La Crosse, Wise. She taught
school until 1974 when she became a full-time mother and
homemaker. The Schiebouts have two children, Matthew, 6,
and Sara who will soon be three years old. Firman earned
the B.S. and M. S. degrees in Aerospace Engineering at
Iowa State University and serves as a sales engineer for the
Trane Company in Wisconsin.

MARY LOU (BLOM) BOMGAARS is Mrs. Vern
Bomgaars and lives in Grand Rapids, Mich. She worked as

GWEN (NOTEBOOM) MEETER is married to Dean
Meeter, pastor of the Hope Reformed Church of Montevideo,
Minn. After graduation from NW, Gwen taught school in
Holland, Mich. while Dean attended Western Theological
Seminary. They lived in Leota, Minn. for 4~ years and
moved to Montevideo in 1977. Gwe.n fil}s her time serving
as a wife and mother, substitute teaching, school parent
advisory committee, organist and Sunday School teacher.
The Meeters have three children, Rachel, 8, Nathan, 5
and Jodie, 2.
MARILYN DE BOER is Mrs. Robert Clauss and lives
in Des Moines where her husband serves as an attorney for
the attorney general for the State of Iowa.
Now, (above right) some more women to identify. If you
know who they are, send your list to the Alumni Office, N orthwestern College, Orange City, Iowa 51041.

ROWENHORST
STUDENT CENTER
COURTESY
MEMBERSHIPS

available to all donors who have given a specific gift or made
a 3-5 year pledge to the Call to Commitment before
November 15,1980.
Applications available from the three Orange City banking
firms and Rowenhorst Student Center Desk.
,

a caseworker in foster care services at Bethany Christian

Services in Grand Rapids; for 7~ years and is now a fulltime mother and homemaker. She is active in the Hope
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids as an RCW member
and also serves on Northwestern's National Alumni Board.

It's our way of saying thanks!
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CLASS OF '70
HOLDS REUNION

ALL ALUMNI
REUNION SET
FOR 1982

The class of 1970 held their tenth
year reunion at Homecoming,

N QY-

jf",mber 1, with a dinner at the Emporium
Restaurant in Orange City. Barb
Lubbers and Bonnie De J ong arranged
the event with Bob Boerigter serving
as master of ceremonies.

Class members attending with their
partners were: Karen (Buysman)
Behrens, Frank and Audrey (Chris.
topherson) Boerema, Bob Boerigter,
LeRoy and Florence (Banks) Boersma,
John Brown, Edward Den Beste,
Scott Dunlop, John Haack, Cheryl
(Post) Henrich, Rosetta (Harrnelink)
Lauterbach, J acoh Moss, Ronald
Pool, Sandy (Vlieger) Ritsema, Charlotte (Koopmans) Smetana, Herman
Van Galen, Connie (Kaiser) Van
Den Oever, Marge (Dolfin) Warkentin,
Les Kuiken, Sheryl (Calsbeek) Bentler,
Bonnie (Mouw) De Jong, and Barb
(J acobs) Lubbers. Messages were read
from several who were unable to attend.

The year 1982 will mark the looth anniversary
since the founding of the Northwestern
Classical Academy. We are planning an all
Academy/College
Reunion during the summer
or fall of 1982, the date is not yet determined.
Make your plans to visit Northwestern College
in 1982. Watch for further information.

T-SHIRTS
FOR FUTURE
NORTHWESTERNITESI
Beginning January I, 1981, T-Shirts will be
sent to new arrivals of Northwestern Alums if
the Alums notify the Alumni Office of the name
and date of birth of the infant - also the names
of the parents. T-Shirts will also be available
for older children of Alums at a cost of $3.00
per shirt. Send your Information to the Alumni
Office, Northwestern College, Orange City, Ia
51041 and we will be happy to send you a
shirt for that new baby!

BIRTHS
Mr. ('69) and Mrs. BEN JANS

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Lind (CYNTHIA
Daughter - Kelly Sue

Daughter - Christie Beth

Mr. ('76) and Mrs. JOHN VAN WYK JR.

(SHELLEY

Mr. ('80) and Mrs. GENE WOLFSWINKEL

Daughter - Erika Nicole

(KAREN DE BOER '79)

Son - Brandon Seth

Mr. ('71) and Mrs. TERRY MEEKMA

(RACHEL

TE BRINK '72)

Daughter - Tara Lynne

Mr. ('72) and Mrs. LARRY STERK
Daughter - Lane Danae

Mr. ('66) and Mrs. STANLEY

KORVER (LINDA

tJijughter - Bethany Ann
rvi!r.""and
Mrs. Joe Kenyon (PEGGY
Son - Michael Joseph

DYKSTRA '70)

Mr. ('72) and Mrs. JERRY BECKE RING (LINDA

VAN DYKE '72)

Son - Darin Jay
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Achterhof
Son - Drew Charles

'79)

Mr. ('74) and Mrs. DOUGLAS

(TWILA

VANDER

MEIDE

'76)

VAN BRIESEN

Daughter - Rebekah Lorraine

Mr. ('74) and Mrs. DENNIS VAN ROEKEL
Son
Mr. ('75) and Mrs. TERRY DEN HERDER (DEBRA
Son - Matthew Glenn - Joins sister Faith Joy
Mr. ('76) & Mrs. STEVE VAN AARTSEN (MICHELE
Daughter - Heather Rae
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fernstrum (SHIRLEY
BOERSMA
Son - John Adams

DALMAN '74)

SNITSELAAR '78)
'75)

Mr. ('73) and Mrs. STEVE POMP (JOYCE ROZEBOOM

'74)

Son - Andrew John - Joins sister Sarah, age 3
HELDT

'76)

Mr. ('75) and Mrs. ROGER WICKENHAGEN
Daughter - Heidi Louise

Rev. ('75) and Mrs. PAUL WERNLUND

Mr. ('76) and Mrs. JOHN SCHNEIDER

Son - Joel Christopher

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Krahling (BRENDA
Daughter - Rebecca

(TERI DOCTER '78)

Son - Brian Earl

DE JONG 'SO)

Mr. ('77) and Mrs. GARY KARSSEN (MARY VAN ZANDBERGEN
Daughter - Kara Ruth
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hegland (ILA HOFMEYER '71)

'75)

Daughter - Kelly Rae

Daughter - Traesa Ann

Mr. ('7S) and Mrs. EARL WOUDSTRA

'77)

Mr. ('74) and Mrs. KENN ETH BAHRKE (JOYCE WINTERHOF

Daughter - Laura Lynn
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Meendering (RACHEL
MULDER
'77)
Daughter - Rebecca Ann - Joins 2 year old brother Joshua DaJe
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Ten Haken (JANICE
SWART '74)
Son - Matthew Louis - Joins brother Jonathan

Mr. ('77) and Mrs. MEL WALLINGA

MOLLENBECK

Daughter - Tonia Rae

DEN HARTOG 'SO)

Rae

-23-

(GAYLENE

BOS '79)
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The cover is a linoleum cut designed by Mark Westenberg,
a Northwestern student. It complements our cover story on
"The Church and the Third World."
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ABOUT THE WRITERS
Henry Veldhuis, page 2 is assistant professor of physics at Northwestern and physics teacher at Sheldon High School, Sheldon, Iowa.
Nella Kennedy, page 8, is curator in the Dutch Heritage Room of
the Ramaker Library at Northwestern.
John Dellenback, page 10, is president of the Christian College
Coalition and Consortium in Washington, D. C.
Lavonne Nannenga, page 14, is assistant director of
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CONTRIBUTE
The Classic welcomes contributions from alums and friends - old
or new photos of you on your moped, interviews with alums or
past faculty, articles you've written, information about you
and your kids, your opinions on presidents and rabbits. Send
whatever to The Classic, Northwestern College, Orange
City, Iowa 51041.
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Joyce Bahrke '75, Mary Lynn Bogaard '71, Allan De Graff'74, Bill
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Northwestern College does not discriminate in student admission on
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grievance concerning discrimination should be directed to the college
affirmative action officer or to the Office of Civil Rights, Department
of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D.C. 20201.

